












SECTION SEVENTEEN 

 

POINTING PAIRS OF FISH  

& GENERAL GUIDANCE 

 
SIZE & MATCHING - 10. 
In which is considered the size & matching of the pair of fish in 

accordance with that laid down in the FBAS Size Sheets (ensure the 

current sheet is being consulted). The fishes being measured within the 
container using an official refraction rule, from from the tip of the snout 

to the caudal peduncle; and the points to be awarded calculated using 
an official sizing disc or slide rule.  Note that where there is a 

difference in size between male and female this should be taken 

into account when assessing size & matching in Pairs Classes.  
 

BODY - 20. 

In which is considered the body shape of the fish. That the body is the 
correct shape for the species, that it has clean smooth flowing lines, if 

the fish are subject to a standard ensure that the body shape conforms 

to that standard. That the scales or scutes are uniform. That the lateral 
line is well defined where appropriate. That the eyes have a full iris. 

Note that in many species the female should be heavier and 

more rounded in the body than the male and this should be 
taken into account when assessing body in Pairs Classes. 

 
COLOUR - 20. 
In which is considered the colour of the species being assessed. That 

the colour is that which is expected of the species. Colour should be 
clear, well defined and intense. Lighting that improves or enhances the 

natural colouring will result in the exhibit being disqualified. Note that 

many species exhibit a difference in colour between male and 
female and this should be taken into account when assessing 

colour in Pairs Classes. 

 
FINNAGE - 20. 

In which is considered the finnage of the fish. That all fins are present 

and in balance with each other. That the shape and size are in keeping 
with the species, that there is no ray malformation present. If the 

finnage is subject to a standard ensure that it conforms to that 

standard.  
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Some fish are notorious fin nippers; damage of this type must be 
assessed under 'Condition' not under finnage. 

Note that in some species the male should exhibit longer 

finnage than the female and this should be taken into account 
when assessing finnage in Pairs Classes.  

 

CONDITION AND DEPORTMENT - 20. 
In which is considered both the overall condition of the fish in the 

exhibit and their general deportment. That they are free from damage, 
disease and deformities. That the eyes are clear and bright, the finnage 

held erect, that the fish take an interest in their surroundings, that 

they appear fearless and appear well cared for and nourished. That 
they move well and display so that they can be viewed with ease for 

judging. The known nature of the species or variety will be considered, 

does it inhabit the surface area or is it a bottom dweller. 
 

PRESENTATION - 10. 

In which is considered the overall presentation of the exhibit including 
the show container. The features that are to be considered are set out 

on page 25 of the Constitution. Judges will allot points taking the 
features list into consideration. 
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SECTION EIGHTEEN 

 

POINTING BREEDERS TEAMS  

& GENERAL GUIDANCE 

 
ACHIEVMENT AND QUALITY - 20. 
In which is considered the achievment and overall quality of the 

exhibit. When assessing achievment one should consider 

whether the species is easy to breed or more difficult; in other 
words species which are considered more difficult to breed 

should be awarded more points for achievment. When assessing 

quality, one should check to see that the breeders team is well 

nourished and healthy. 
 

SIZE FOR AGE - 10. 

In which is considered the the size of the fish that make up the 
exhbit in relation to their age (ensure the current FBAS Size 

Sheet is being consulted). The fish being measured within the 

container using an official refraction rule, from from the tip of 
the snout to the caudal peduncle; and the points to be awarded 

calculated using an official sizing disc or slide rule. One should 

take into account when awarding points for this category that 

some species grow more quickly than others. 
 

COLOUR - 20. 

In which is considered the colour of the fish, for their age. That 
the colour is that which is expected of the species. Colour should 

be clear, well defined and as intense possible. If the colour is 

subject to a standard ensure that it conforms to that standard. 

Lighting that improves or enhances the natural colouring will 
result in the exhibit being disqualified. 
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MATCHING - 20. 

In which is considered the matching of the exhibit. When 

assessing this category the exhibit should, if sexable contain 

equal numbers of male and female fish which should be the 
same size unless there is a difference in size between male and 

female when the species being pointed is adult in which case this 

can be taken into account. Exhibits that contain unequal 
numbers of males or females and/or fish of differing sizes will be 

down pointed. 

 
CONDITION & DEPORTMENT - 20. 

In which is considered both the overall condition of the fish in 

the exhibit and their general deportment. That they are free 

from damage, disease and deformities. That the eyes are clear 
and bright, the finnage held erect, that the fish take an interest 

in their surroundings, that they appear fearless and appear well 

cared for and nourished. That they move well and display so that 
they can be viewed with ease for judging. The known nature of 

the species or variety will be considered, does it inhabit the 

surface area or is it a bottom dweller. 
 

PRESENTATION - 10. 

In which is considered the overall presentation of the exhibit 

including the show container. The features that are to be 
considered are set out on page 25 of the Constitution. Judges 

will allot points taking the features list into consideration. 
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